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No. 208.—BRITISH INDIA: V. LORD DALHOUSIE (1848-1856).
the last of the Foun great empire-builders in iNDiA.—Able,
energetic, inspired by the enthusiasm for " progress " which was the
spirit of the age in Britain. It seemed to him that the best service he
could render India would be to bring as much of it as possible under
British rule.
annexations :	,„,.,.
 (a)	The Punjab.—Under his predecessor, Lord Hardinge, the First
Sikh War had ended in the province becoming a Protectorate.   But this
had broken down, and after a Second Sikh War (Battles of Chilianwalla
and Gujerat), Dalhousie determined to annex it.    Sent the brothers
John and Henry Lawrence to administer it, and under his inspiration
they made it a model province—with good law courts, low taxation,
prosperity and contentment.   (The Sikhs stood by the British throughout
the Mutiny.)
 (b)	Burma.—The King of Burma had ill-treated British merchants
and refused all redress.   Burmese War (1852) resulted in annexation of
Lower Burma.
 (c)	Doctrine of Lapse.—Dalhousie revived the old custom of Hindu
law, that when a ruler died without heirs his dominions might be
brought directly under the Paramount Power—formerly the  Great
Mogul, but now the East India Company.   Under this law he annexed
seven small states in Central India.
 (d)	Oudh.—The Vizier of Oudh persisted in misgoverning and op-
pressing his subjects in spite of repeated warnings, so Dalhousie annexed
it.  (Thus the whole of the Ganges valley was now under the Company's
rule.)
" the blessings of civilisation " :
(a) Roads.—Especially the Grand Trunk Road between Calcutta and
Peshawur.
(6) Telegraphs.—4000 miles of line laid under Dalhousie's rule.
(cj Railways.—He devised an efficient scheme and opened the first
section.
 (d)	Postal System.—Cheaper even than the Penny Post recently
established in Britain.
 (e)	Irrigation.—Making large areas of land available for food produc-
tion.
No. 209.—THE CAUSES OF THE INDIAN MUTINY.
 (1)	A general feeling of unrest, and of dislike for the disturbing
reforms and inventions forced on the country by Dalhousie (NaoS).
 (2)	Grievances of the sepoys, especially a suspicion that there was
a plot to undermine their religion.   Many disconnected circumstances
contributed to this fear.
(a^ A new order that sepoys must be available for service overseas
(e.g. in Burma), which would cause them to " lose caste."
(6) A new order that prisoners were no longer to be allowed to prepare
their own food, which might therefore be polluted by " untouchables."
 (c)	The greased cartridges (§ 296).
 (d)	The confident prediction of missionaries that railways, etc., would
enable them to convert all India.

